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THOUSANDS OF PEOPLE step out to 
support the Earl Mountbatten Hospice 
each year by taking part in the Island’s 
biggest fundraising event, Walk the Wight.

The event, which had humble beginnings 
25 years ago, has raised an astonishing 
£3million so far. And it has become the 
biggest charity event of its kind in Europe, 
with walkers travelling from all over the 
world to take part.

This year, organisers at Earl Mountbatten 
Hospice recently announced a fundraising 
target of £250,000. The money will go 
towards the Hospice community team, 
which is dedicated to looking after 
Islanders with life-limiting conditions, 
who wish to be cared for at home. 

Regular supporters of the Walk will know 
its 26.5 miles are spectacular. Much of its 
appeal is that it goes across areas which 
are ordinarily closed off to the public, so 
it’s a once-a-year 
opportunity to walk 
a largely untouched 
route.   

Support for Walk 
the Wight comes 
from an array of 
ages, abilities and 
motivations. While 
many take on the 

challenge of the full 26.5 miles across the 
Island, others choose to do the half walk 
or the flat walk, particularly those with 
children or those less able.

The flat walk is suitable for wheelchair 
users and pushchairs, and for those who 
want to take part and support the Hospice 
but don’t feel suited to the full route. Dogs 
can also be registered for any of the walks; 
the Hospice even throws in a special dogs’ 
medal and frisbee for those raising over 
£20! 

All walks are marshalled, with 
checkpoints, toilets, and water points 
along the way. Refreshments are available 
at Shide, Bembridge, Arreton, Carisbrooke, 
Mottistone, Freshwater Bay and The 
Needles Landmark attraction. 

Support from local businesses has been 
crucial to the success of the event, and 
the 25th anniversary year is no exception. 
Southern Vectis supports the Walk with 
free transport on the day for participants, 
and Hovertravel offers 50 per cent off 
travel for walkers, between Thursday, 7th 
May until Monday, 11th May.

To find out more about Earl Mountbatten 
Hospice’s 25th Walk the Wight event, and 
to register for this year’s walk, go to www.
walkthewight.com. 25 YEARS
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IT’S BACK BY popular 
demand!

Roll up your sleeves, bring 
family and friends for team 
fun on our skittles and 
American supper evening.

Wootton Community Centre 
at Brannon Way on Friday 
5th June, 7pm until 11pm

Please bring a plate of food 
to share.

Table quizzes, raffle and 
prizes. Bar open for drinks, 
tea and coffee.

Entrance on the door £3, 
car parking is free after 6pm.

Supper 
and 
skittles

Welcome... Social events, holidays, shows, media and reports

WE’LL BE AT the three big Island 
summer shows again this year. 

Chale Show      Aug 1st and 2nd
Garlic Festival   Aug  15th and 16th 
Wolverton Show Sept  5th and 6th

We need help at all these shows 
and especially at the Chale event. 

TWO SUMMER COACH outings to Limpley Stoke 
Valley, following the Kennet and Avon Canal 
to Bradford-on-Avon, have been arranged for 
Tuesday 9th June and Wednesday 8th July 2015.

We will be dropped off at the Somerset Coal 
Canal Visitor Centre, with time to have a coffee 
at the Angelfish Café before a short walk to 
the Dundas Aqueduct, built by John Rennie 
between 1797 and 1801, and now designated 
an ancient monument. A five-mile walk along the 
tow path takes us over the Avoncliff Aqueduct 
where refreshments can be had at The Cross 
Guns pub before arriving in the charming town of 
Bradford-on-Avon. Here you will find tiny weavers’ 
cottages, grand clothiers’ houses, two ancient 
bridges and a Saxon church.

We will again be going by Red Funnel car ferry 
from East Cowes, or Red Jet from Cowes (please 
buy your own ticket).

The cost of the coach will be £11 per person, 
which will include a tip for the driver.

If you are interested in this trip, please contact 
Jackie or Tim Hough on 868517 or e-mail 
j.hough2012@btinternet.com to make sure of your 
place.

Take the towpath to 
Bradford-on-Avon

THE GROUP HOLIDAY in 
2015 will be to the Cheshire 
area, staying just outside 
Macclesfield at Pott Shrigley, 
on the edge of the Peak 
District. Dates are Sunday 
11th to Saturday 17th October.

The 4-star Shrigley Hall Hotel 
(pictured) is an impressive 
manor house dating back to 
1825. It is set in 262 acres 
and boasts an 18-hole 
championship golf course 
and fishing lake. There is also 
a health and fitness club in 
the former chapel with spa, 
indoor pool, steam room, 
jacuzzi and gym. Bedrooms 
have views over the gardens 
to the golf course or lake. 

Autumn in the 
Peak District

Mini-
cruise to 
Guernsey 
and 
Honfleur

Breakfast is buffet-style and 
the three-course evening 
meal is waiter service.

The price is £409 per person 
for six nights’ dinner, bed and 
breakfast accommodation. 
It includes coach from the 
Island with five pick up 
points. We will enjoy three 
days’ walking with a guide 
(including transport, approx 
£15 per person) and a coach 
excursion.

There are only a few twin/
double rooms left. If you 
are interested, please 
contact Jackie or Tim 
Hough on 868517 or e-mail 
j.hough2012@btinternet.com.

Summer barbecue, quiz... and a dip!

Help needed for the summer shows

ANOTHER SUCCESSFUL 
AGM was held at Arreton 
Community Centre in 
January.

As usual John Gurney-
Champion led the early 
morning walk prior to the 
Group and Area AGMs.

Thanks were given to 
outgoing officers and to 
all volunteers over the 
year. Our main speaker 
was Paul Strong, Head of 
Information Technology and 
Communications for The 
Ramblers.

Newly elected officers are 
(from top) Mike Slater, 
Gwyneth Byerley and 
Steve Gibson. Mike, the 
new Area Chair believes 

OUR SUMMER BARBECUE this 
year will take place at Shanklin 
Rowing Club, on the esplanade 
at Shanklin, on Saturday 22nd 
August from 4pm until late.

There will be a short walk quiz 
around Shanklin... and bring your 
swimming togs for a dip in the 
briny – if the weather allows!

Booking 
is essential. 
Please make cheques payable to 
Isle of Wight Ramblers and send to Carol Henley, 
189 Staplers Road, Newport, IW PO30 2DP 

CHRISTMAS LUNCH 
2015 will be on Saturday 
December 5th, 12 noon 
for 12.30pm, at the 
New Holmwood Hotel, 
Cowes.

There will be a three-
course set menu, with 
vegetarian option, soup, roast turkey 
with trimmings, Christmas pudding and freshly 
brewed coffee – and a magician to entertain 
us.

Cost is £19 per person and booking is 
essential. Please make cheques payable to 
Isle of Wight Ramblers, send to Carol Henley, 
189 Staplers Rd, Newport IW, PO30 2DP.

More information from Carol Henley on 01983 
537445 or email Chenley.iow@btinternet.com

Christmas 
in Cowes

We will also have table quizzes, 
and a raffle with prizes.

Chefs will start cooking at 6pm, 
and the menu will include local 
sausages and burgers with 
salads and desserts. Vegetarians 
will be catered for.

The cost will be £5 per person.

Shifts are usually for two hours 
and so there is ample opportunity 
to have a look around the show. 
Show tickets are provided to 
helpers.

Please contact Pam Dana tel: 
863189 for further information.

there must be local changes 
in how we organise 
ourselves to reflect the ten-
year vision of The Ramblers.
The scope of our work is 
increasing and we must 
develop new volunteers in 
different roles.

Gwyneth is the new 
Membership Secretary. She 
has been an administrator 
with the South Downs 
National Trust.

Steve is the new Group 
Secretary – he chaired the 
Group AGM.

Tom and Jean Denoon 
provided an excellent 
homemade lunch.Tom 
is recovering from knee 
surgery – we wish him well.  

David stands 
down as 
Chairman
David Howarth 
(left) has been Area 
Chair for the last six 
years and has now 
stood down. He will 
continue as Vice-
Chairman. During 
this time he has 
raised more than 
£70,000 for projects 
to improve access 
along four Island 
paths, instigated 
our very successful 
Donate-a-Gate 
scheme and helped 
us win the Queen’s 
Award for Voluntary 
Service.

... to walkTALK, the newsletter from the 
Isle of Wight Ramblers. If you’re new to 
walking, or if you’ve not seen walkTALK 
before, why not join us? Benefits include:
•260 led walks on the Island each year;
•a variety of social events;
•walking holidays and day trips;
•national Walk magazine and 

walkTALK;
•discounts from leading outdoor 

suppliers (eg Cotswold; Blacks) and HF 
Holidays;

•support for an organisation 
campaigning for greater access to the 
countryside.

Joining us couldn’t be easier. Just go to 
www.iowramblers.com and click on the 
membership link. 

A WARM WELCOME to new members:

Main Group
Mr A Matthews  Wellow
Ms K Andrews  Totland
Mr J Walklate  Totland
Miss M Phillips  Newport
Mrs S Bland  Freshwater
Mr Clive Allen  Shanklin
Mrs C Helms  Shanklin
Mr & Mrs W Dyer Cowes
Mr J Whiteman  Whippingham

Wightsole 
Mr T Humphreys St Helens
Mr C Tully  Ryde
Ms Hart   Sandown
Ms Kenyon  Cowes
Mrs Jane Hilton-Davies Ryde

534 Total membership

for the IW Ramblers 

Main Group 489; Wightsole 45

Isle of Wight Ramblers’ AGM report 2015

WELSH 
VALLEYS: 
ADVANCE 
NOTICE...

We have provisionally booked Sunday 25th-Saturday 1st 
October 2016 to stay at the four-star Marriot St Pierre Hotel just 
outside Chepstow, to walk in the Wye Valley and Forest of Dean. 
The cost is £509 per person to include coach from the Island 
and 6 nights’ dinner, bed and breakfast. If you are interested, 
please contact Jackie or Tim Hough on 868517 or e-mail 
j.hough2012@btinternet.com.

AUGUST BANK 
HOLIDAY – three 
nights on Fred 
Olsen’s Balmoral, 
departing 
Southampton on 
Saturday 29th 
August and calling 
at St. Peter Port and 
Honfleur in France, 
spending a full day 
in each. A walk 
can be arranged 
in Guernsey and 
excursions from 
Honfleur. Prices 
start at £299 for an 
inside cabin. Please 
contact Jackie 
or Tim Hough on 
868517 or e-mail 
j.hough2012@
btinternet.com.
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IN EARLY 2010 I volunteered 
for the role of IW Ramblers’ 
Area Access Officer.

I was excited by the prospect 
of helping to develop our 
Island coastal path as the new 
Marine and Coastal Access Act 
was implemented. Little did I 
realise what a contorted ‘path’ 
we would end up pursuing.

Since its inception in 1935 
the Ramblers have led the 
national campaign for access 
rights to the countryside. 
Fundamentally, we believe 
that people should be able 
to follow paths over hills and 
dales; explore our coastline 
and woodlands; and roam over 
our wild areas. Landowners as 
custodians of these national 

assets should share their 
use with those that value 
the health and well being of 
exploring our landscape on 
foot.

As society developed during 
the twentieth century it 
became necessary to formalise 
these access rights through 
measures such as setting up 
National Parks, establishing 
our Rights of Way network 
and providing access to 
areas of open land through 
the CROW Act. The adverse 
effects of universal closure of 
footpaths during the 2001 Foot 
and Mouth outbreak clearly 
demonstrated the economic 
benefits to rural communities 
of walking visitors. As we 

entered the 21st century 
consultations took place about 
securing access and a footpath 
all the way around the English 
coast. In 2009 this resulted in 
the Marine and Coastal Access 
Act being passed with multi-
party support. Natural England 
was given responsibility for 
implementing the scheme. 
Islands were to be considered 
individually to determine their 
suitability to be included. 
However, the then Labour 
government gave assurances 
to parliament that an order 
would be signed to include the 
Isle of Wight.

During 2010 and early 2011 
we corresponded with Natural 
England, DEFRA, and our MP 
Andrew Turner with a view 
to establishing when this 
Order would be signed. There 
were long delays before we 
received inconclusive replies. 
It appeared to us that DEFRA 
were waiting for Natural 
England to schedule the Isle 
of Wight in their plans before 
an Order would be presented 
to the Minister; meanwhile 
Natural England were waiting 
for an Order to be signed 
before their implementation 
plans would include the Isle of 
Wight! 

We were concerned that the 
Island would be overlooked 
and only considered after the 
rest of an English Coastal Path 
was completed. We should not 
have been so optimistic!

As a result, an IW Ramblers 

coastal access team was 
set up to campaign for early 
implementation for the Isle of 
Wight. A comprehensive report 
was written giving the case for 
a ‘Wight Coast Trail’ and a plan 
was drawn up with the aim of 
gathering public support and of 
persuading local and national 
decision makers to back our 
Island case.

The exclusion of the Wight 
Coast from the English Coastal 
Path was widely publicised 
through local newspapers, 
Island radio stations and 
distribution of 6.000 leaflets. 
Hundreds of supporters 
emailed the Environment 
Minister asking when an 
Order would be signed. 
Local councillors and our MP 
were lobbied; we met the IW 
Chamber of Commerce, who 
expressed support. In June 
2012 a County Press reporter 
started to make enquiries 
with all parties involved. We 
were then surprised when 
the Minister, Richard Benyon, 
announced early in July that a 
consultation would be set up 
so that people could make their 
views known about signing an 
order. 

Our initial thoughts were that 
a nationwide consultation 
had already taken place in 
2008, so why did the Isle 
of Wight alone require an 
additional consultation? 
With support from Ramblers 
Central we switched the 
emphasis of the campaign 
towards maximising the 

The Island’s coastal access campaign has 
had many twists and turns. Here, Mike Slater 
gives us a detailed account of the path from 
exclusion to implementation...

...and overleaf Mike explains 
the workings of the Marine 
and Coastal Access Act 2009

long
winding

path
and

The number of submissions to the 
consultation. A simple email 
submission facility was setup; 
we wrote to organisations 
and influential people across 
the Island;. Further publicity 
was secured through Island 
media and a news feature on 
BBC South Today. By the time 
the consultation closed on in 
November 2012, over 2,400 
submissions had been made.

Due to the snail’s pace at 
which the mainland coastal 
path was being implemented 
and a perception that it might 
be stopped altogether, the 
Ramblers re-launched the 
national “One Coast for all” 
campaign. On the Island 
enquiries were sent to DEFRA 
and later to the Minister as 
to when we would see a 
response to the consultation. 
In early July 2013 a Freedom 
of Information request was 
made in an endeavour to find 
out what was happening. Later 
that month an announcement 
was made: 

“The Government has 
decided that it will not make 
an order for the Isle of Wight 
as it is not a priority for the 
coastal access programme. 
It considers that the Isle of 
Wight Ramblers should work 
with local landowners and 
the local authority to see 
what can be achieved by 
voluntary agreements”.

In the government analysis, 
2,328 Ramblers email “yes” 
responses were set aside. Over 

100 other responses made by 
email, letter and pro forma 
were taken into account. 
DEFRA later confirmed that 
this was a final decision not 
a delay for priority reasons. 
So in spite of 98 per cent of 
submissions saying “yes”, the 
Minister for the Environment, 
Richard Benyon and the 
Secretary of State, Owen 
Patterson (both wealthy 
landowners) decided that the 
Isle of Wight would be the only 
county in England that would 
not benefit from an improved 
coastal path. Clearly this was a 
major setback.

We then started to explore 
the options for voluntary 
agreements, but it became 
clear that neither the Country 
Land Owners Association 
nor the Isle of Wight Council 
had any enthusiasm for 
this approach. At the same 
time a retired lawyer on our 
campaign team suggested 
that the government’s decision 
could be challenged through 
a judicial review. Ramblers 
Central took legal advice on 
this approach, then in August 
it was decided to start the 
judicial review process by 
sending a “pre-action protocol 
letter” to the government, 
outlining the grounds for a 
review. In September the 
government declared that 
it was reconsidering its 
decision on an IW Order. In 
October Dan Rogerson took 
over responsibility for Rural 
Affairs from Richard Benyon. 

In December the government 
announced that it would carry 
out a second consultation on 
an Isle of Wight CA Order.

Again we reconfigured our 
campaign; the consultation 
was open during December 
2013 and January 2014. Nearly 
3,000 email submissions were 
made by Ramblers’ supporters; 
we spoke to dozens of 
influential people across the 
Island; the IW Council, the 
National Trust and English 
Heritage all confirmed their 
support for coastal access. 
Radio Solent ran a morning 
news feature on the subject. In 
July 2014 DEFRA announced-

“In the light of the 
consultation, the 
government considers 
that there would be 
benefits to the island’s 
economy and tourism by 
the implementation of a 
coastal route under the 
2009 Act, and therefore 
has decided to make an 
Order and lay the necessary 
Statutory Instrument before 
Parliament.” 

In September Deputy Prime 
Minister Nick Clegg gave the 
keynote speech at the RSPB’s 
State of Nature conference. 
One part of his speech covered 
the English coastal path. 

“I also want to see far 
greater progress in opening 
up Britain’s coastal paths. 
Over the past five years, 
the right of permanent 
public access has only 

been added to a further 
123 kms of England’s 4,000 
kms of coastline, despite 
the Marine and Coastal 
Act making this public 
access a legal obligation for 
government. At this rate, we 
will have built High Speed 2 
and the UK’s first space port 
– all before our coastal path 
is completed. You’ll be able 
to fly in space, before you 
can walk around our coast. 
That’s just not good enough 
and I’ve been pushing for 
this process to be speeded 
up. It hasn’t been easy, but 
I’m pleased to announce 
today that the government 
will be putting the funding 
in place to ensure the path 
is completed by 2020.”

In October 2014 an Order 
to include the Isle of Wight 
under the Coastal Path 
provisions of the 2009 Marine 
and Coastal Access Act was 
formally passed. In March this 
year Natural England issued 
their outline programme to 
complete all of the English 
Coastal Path by 2020. Work 
on the Isle of Wight is now 
scheduled to start in 2017-18.    

This campaign demonstrates 
again that a team of proactive 
and persistent Ramblers’ 
volunteers supported by 
dedicated central staff can 
make a difference. Over 
the decades, ramblers have 
frequently punched above 
their weight.   

Picture Above Gore cliff looking west towards The Needles

COASTAL ACCESS 
CAMPAIGN

TEAM MEMBERS

Howard Duffus
Doug Kelman
John Hague

David Howarth
Mike Slater

Janice and John Turner
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THE FIRST TWO of our new Sunday morning short 
walks have taken place, with 33 people on the 
Newport walk and 44 on the Brighstone event.

This is an excellent start, but we do need to find 
more willing walks’ leaders who can arrange 
future walks. No experience is needed as we are 
all here to help so that over time you will be able 
to lead walks by yourself. We just ask that if you 
enjoy walking with our group regularly, then you 
should consider occasionally leading a walk.

At the AGM in January, a letter from Lin Patey 
was read, with a message of appreciation for all 
walk leaders. “I joined the Ramblers about ten 
years ago because I wanted to walk but had no 
sense of direction and was not brave enough to 
walk on my own. I have enjoyed many miles of 
amazing scenery throughout the Island, met loads 
of interesting people and also had a lot of fun.

“The thing is that I could not have done without 
those people called walk leaders. So, a big thank 
you to all those people who work out the routes, 
try them out to make sure we aren’t going to 
drown or sink up to our necks in mud and then 
meet us at the appointed place. We all say thank 
you politely as we leave as matter of course but I 
would like to say a proper thank you and let you 
know that we really appreciate all your efforts and 
let you know that we could not enjoy our Island 
without you.”

Sunday
walkssuccess

Steve Gibson, IW Ramblers’ new walks coordinator, 
said: “On a more serious note I had sobering news 
for the AGM: during the year 173 walks were held, 
which was 15 per cent lower than the previous 
year. This was due largely to a lack of new leaders 
of which there were none during the period in 
question. It wasn’t a good situation. So Lin’s letter 
was really positive.”

Carol Hamilton wrote to walkTALK to say “I would 
agree with Steve’s words at the AGM – it is not 
always easy being a walks leader. He mentioned 
the mud; I would also like to add the rain and wind, 
cows (and bulls), wonky stiles, streams (yes I fell in 
one once and I am remembered for it) steep hills, 
cross landowners, grumpy walkers etc, etc. But I 
wouldn’t have missed it for the world. When the 
sun shines and the views are breathtaking and at 
the end of the walk happy Ramblers come up to you 
and give thanks, then it is all very worthwhile. 

“To all you members wondering if you could be a 
walks leader I say go for it. I was a ‘back marker’ 
to a very experienced walks leader before I went 
out on my own as a leader. There is a great deal of 
support out there, and it will be there for you, too.”  

If you’ve
been inspired to

become a walks’ leader,you can contact Steve Gibson, IW Ramblers Walks’
Co-ordinator, on

stevegbsn@icloud.com
or 07901 555789.

Our new short walks programme 
has had a promising start, but new 
volunteers are needed as walks’ 
leaders to help promote its success...THE BULK OF this Act deals with marine conservation and 

fisheries issues.

Part 9 of the Act follows on from the 2000 CROW Act to set up 
a trail around the whole English coast with a margin of coastal 
land open to the public for its enjoyment.

Natural England, as part of the Department for Environmental, 
Food and Rural Affairs, is responsible for Coastal Access 
implementation. In 2013 they issued an updated, detailed 
scheme which explains how the Coastal Access Act is being 
implemented.

You can view this at http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/
publication/5327964912746496

The key features of the scheme are:

• Provision of a coastal access corridor along the whole 
English coast. A path with spreading room. A margin 
of land accessible to the public for the purpose of its 
enjoyment

• Roll back provision to cater for coastal erosion. The path 
is maintained by moving inland according to laid down 
parameters.

• The land to the seaward side of the path is normally set 
up as spreading room. Sometimes on open land spreading 
room will also be established landward of the path.

• The Act excludes certain types of land use from public 
access. This is called ‘Excepted Land’. This includes 
buildings, gardens, mineral workings, railways, highways, 
aerodromes, race courses and school grounds.

• MOD Land and Parks are also classed as ‘Excepted 

Some key features of the Marine 
and Coastal Access Act 2009

Land’, however Natural England have provided 
guidelines for negotiating access where this is 
appropriate.

• A second category of ‘Excepted Land’ bars the 
provision of spreading room but allows for a trail access 
strip. This includes arable land, golf courses, caravan & 
camping sites and burial ground. 

• Provision is made in the scheme to take account of 
nature conservation and heritage site requirements when 
deciding on the line of the path and spreading room.

• The line of the trail will seek to achieve a balance 
between public access criteria and land owner interests.

• Public access to the Coastal Trail and its spreading 
room is subject to a range of constraints that are similar 
to those that apply to public foot paths and CROW open 
access land. 

• Existing Rights of Way will be maintained.

Coastal Access Act implementation
In March this year Natural England issued their outline 
programme to complete all of the English Coastal Path by 
2020. Work on the Isle of Wight is now scheduled to start in 
2017-18.    

The IW Ramblers plan to study the Natural England 
implementation scheme and learn from other Ramblers’ 
coastal areas how it has been applied in practice. We will then 
carry out a survey of each stretch of the Isle of Wight coast to 
determine proposed routes for a coastal path. This information 
will be shared with Natural England and our ROW department. 
It will also make sure that we are well informed during 
consultation and objection processes.

If you are interested in helping
with this process please contact

Mike Slater, on tel 752997, or email
mikeandmarie@hotmail.co.uk
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roof. Keep ahead until you 
reach the Coastal Path and 
end of the permissive path at 
G.R. 498 759 and overlooking 
St.Catherine’s Lighthouse.

Distance of the two 
Permissive Paths is just over 
1 mile. Access ends 30th 
September 2020.

If walking back to Blackgang 
View Point Car Park, this 
makes a lovely walk, the
distance being 3.17 miles with 
468 feet of climbing.

These two Permissive Paths 
can be incorporated into a 
much longer walk as there are
so many footpaths in the area.

St. Lawrence
This is an area of open access. 
This area of farmland is 
involved in the Higher Level
Stewardship agri-environment 
scheme and is being managed 
sensitively with low inputs 
of fertiliser and herbicide 
to restore a species rich 
maritime grassland habitat.
Over the course of the 
agreement, this should 
support populations of rare 
flora and fauna.

The area in question is above 
St. Lawrence and runs along 
part of the Coastal path,
with St. Rhadagund’s Path 
passing through part of the 
said area – from G.R. 530 766
to 537 765. The open access is 
either side of St. Rhadagund’s 
path at this point. It is
open all year round and 
access ends 31st March 2020.

Bleak Down
Start at the Bus stop at G.R. 
511 812. on the Worsley Trail. 
This Permissive Path

Off the

beaten
track

It’s said a change is as good as a rest, so why not 
vary your walks with one of the Island’s lesser-used 
permissive paths? In the third of this series, Janet 
Whiteman, of the IW Ramblers Footpaths Sub-committee, 
gives us some more ideas

avoids the main road when 
on Bleak Down. (Stewardship 
sign post).

The path runs next to arable 
fields where in the winter and 
spring lapwing may be seen. 
In late summer parts of the 
crop may be tinged with blue 
and yellow where cornflowers 
and corn marigold grow.

It is a lovely grassy path, with 
hedges and wind blown trees, 
is approximately one mile 
long and ends at G.R. 510 817. 
There are views.

Access ends 31st October 
2016. I hope this path 
becomes permanent, as the 
road section can be busy, 
and does keep the walker in 
safety.

Gladices, Chale Green
I started the walk from Chale 
Green Stores (they also have 
a cafe at the rear of the shop 
for refreshments). I took the 
footpath C33/East View Lane, 
just a few yards left on the 
opposite of the road to the 
Stores.

Ahead up track to T-junction 
and last house on right. Turn 
right here, cross a stile and 
field to stile ahead. Do not 
cross this stile, but turn left 
with hedge on right to reach 
a stile and lane and Footpath 
sign C33.

Cross stile and turn left on 
lane for 25 yards. Turn right 
onto Footpath C24. Cross 
field slightly to the left. 
The Permissive Path starts 
approximately 25 yards before 
reaching hedge/ferns/fence at 
G.R. 479 798.

Turn right and follow narrow 

path which ends at G.R. 480 
801 in corner of field. There 
are no Natural England 
signs at either end of path. 
The path does carry on for a 
short distance to Town Lane, 
Emmett Hill and Chale Lane 
junction.

There are excellent views in 
every direction. The actual 
path is only quarter mile long. 
Access ends 30th September 
2019.

By retracing steps and going 
back to Chale Green Stores 
gives a nice short walk of
4.75 miles.

Brook Green
Most of this Permissive Path is 
on the Coastal Path with two 
sections leading to the
Military Road.

Starting at Brook Green G.R. 
3285 834 proceed eastwards 
until a stile is reached at
G.R. 388 852. Cross stile and 
cross field to main road, and 
end of one short section at
G.R. 390 834. Distance under 
quarter of a mile. Natural 
England sign at main road
only.

The second short section off 
the Coastal path is at a fence 
G.R. 392 828 at Sud Moor.
Follow fence down on your 
right to cross a stile. The next 
section is overgrown, but 
passable, cross a footbridge, 
continue to main road and 
end of this section. G.R. 394 
831. Distance again under 
quarter of a mile. Natural 
England sign at main road 
only.

For the two sections off the 
main Coastal Path the access 
ends on 31 October 2017.

Niton Down near 
Blackgang
To get to the permissive path, 
I started at Blackgang View 
Point Car Park, and walked
through the car park onto the 
Coastal path, where I followed 
eastwards until I came to
a stone wall at G.R. 491 763. 
The Permissive Path starts 
here.

Pass wall and immediately 
turn left and follow wall to 
main road. Cross with care, 
and take track opposite– G.R. 
492 764. Natural England 
signs on both sides of road. 
Go up hill passing mobile 
phone mast on your right 
until you come to a trig point, 
and a kissing gate leading 
to the Pepperpot. Here the 
permissive path ends at G.R. 
493 773.

The views all around are 
fantastic. Retrace your steps 
down hill until reaching 
footpath NT52 - Niton sign 
on your left. Take this path 
and follow till reaching a path 
going down hill on your right. 
G.R. 497 765 there is a single 
wooden post at the corner of 
the field. Another section of 
a Permissive Path starts here, 
but no Natural England sign 
to say so. Turn right here and 
go down hill to the main road. 
Again cross with care to track 
opposite. G.R. 497 761 .

Ahead for five yards to 
concrete post, Natural 
England sign and cottage 
sign, and go into field (do not 
go through gateway), and go 
up field with hedge/fence on 
your left.

Look out for the house other 
side of hedge with a grass 

The maps of these routes, with further information including 
an explanation of the term “permissive paths”, can be 

found at naturalengland.org.uk/permissivepaths. Click on 
Defra, UK-Rural Affairs-Natural England and choose Isle of 
Wight from the County List. Scroll right down to click on 
the area you wish to see. Or you can use the Isle of Wight 
Ramblers website iowramblers.com, using the Island Path 

Map link followed by clicking on Permissive Maps.



www.iowramblers.com www.iowramblers.comwalkTALK walkTALK10 11

THE CISTERCIAN ABBEY was 
founded in 1132, and at that 
time was a flourishing farming 
community. The site was chosen 
for access to the Solent and the 
monks traded with northern 
Europe and the North Sea 
coast. Over time the abbey 
became the largest religious 
house on the Isle of Wight. 

After the Dissolution of the 
Monasteries, the stonework 
of the Abbey, which had been 
quarried at nearby Binstead, 
was taken away. Some of this 
stone can still be seen in the 
walls of Henry VIII’s coastal 
fort, Yarmouth Castle. One of 

Quarr Abbey is a fascinating  
diversion on a new “Rambles by 
Bus” walk being promoted by IW 
Ramblers, as David Howarth 
explains

The café sells some of the Abbey 
produce. Apples from the 
orchard are used for Quarr cider 
and a new product is Quarr 
Abbey Ale.

The walkways near the Abbey 
have been upgraded and are 
now suitable for all users. 
A new woodland walk has 
sculptures and a wildlife hide.

Thanks to a lot of great efforts 
behind the scenes, the two 
abbeys, old and new, have a 
bright future. 

Main picture The 
ornate brickwork of 
Quarr Abbey
Inset, below left to 
right Austere beauty 
of the gardens in 
winter; Upgraded 
walkways; Remains of 
the original abbey; In 
summer, the gardens 
come into their own

Free
guided tours of

the Abbey take placeat 11am every Tuesday in July and August.Tours begin at the
Bookshop.

involvement in the project. 
Luisa Hillard, Isle of Wight 
councillor for East Cowes, 
opened the route.

The new route, costing 
£600,000, has been made 
possible by a government 
grant to help reduce car use.

It is hoped the route will 
continue to the Folly pub 
on the bank of the river at 
Whippingham, and eventually 
all the way to East Cowes.

David Howarth

Opening of the

Medina
Greenway

ON A DRIZZLY Saturday 
morning in February, about 100 
people attended the opening of 
a new shared path connecting 
Island Harbour on the River 
Medina, and Newport.

The path has a plastic 
honeycomb and gravel 
construction which is suitable 
for both walkers and cyclists.  

Will Ainsly (pictured, left), 
project manager for the Local 
Sustainable Transport Fund, 
thanked everyone for their 

A government grant has enabled the opening of 
a new, shared route alongside the River Medina

Information

fingertipsat your

In the first of a series of articles, David Howarth 
explains how communications technology can 
be beneficial in many different ways – including 
saving The Ramblers money!

IN TALKING TO Ramblers members at our AGM, it 
became apparent that some are struggling to make sense 
of the technology that surrounds us, and to understand 
how it might be beneficial. So this is the first in a series of 
articles to try to put matters right.

It is reassuring to note that about 60 per cent of our Island 
members have email addresses. This means that we can 
contact you regularly with our latest news – and pleas for 
help! If you are not receiving these emails, it is because 
we do not have your email address on the central database 
held by The Ramblers. This can easily be put right by 
sending an email to our new Area Membership Secretary, 
Gwyneth Byerley – her email address is gwynethbyerley@
aol.com.

Sending information this way is free, and it is vital for 
us to keep our costs down. The cost of mailing paper 
communications is prohibitive. Fortunately walkTALK 
is hand-delivered by our volunteers, which controls our 
costs. We also send an electronic version of walkTALK to 
all members with an email address. If you do not wish to 
receive the paper version, please let Gwyneth know. This 
will help to reduce our printing costs.

Did you know that you can also contact us on our website 
www.iowramblers.com? On the first page, on the right 
hand side, there is a list of options. Towards the bottom, 
click on Contact Us. Then click on Contact Form. We will 
ensure that your message is dealt with as speedily as 
possible. 

But watch this space, as they say – there’ll be more about 
our web site next time.

QuarrAbbey 
the abbey bells still remains at 
the nearby Anglican church. 
Over the centuries, the once 
imposing Abbey with its grand 
church, fell into disrepair.

In 1907 the monks returned to 
Quarr, the Benedictine “black 
monks” – so called because of 
the colour of their habit – of the 
French Solesmes congregation. 
A new, more modern Quarr 
Abbey has arisen: Our Lady 
of Quarr, this time built in 
brick, designed by Dom Bellot. 
The small community of 
Benedictines grew and is now 
well established. They have 
worked hard to bring life to 
both the new and old abbeys.

There has been a recent 
restoration programme to 
preserve some of the ruined 

walls and uncover parts of 
the medieval Cistercian 
abbey. Students from the 
archaeology department 

of Southampton University 
have carried out geophysical 
surveys and it is now possible 
to see the buried plan of 
the original abbey. Local 
archaeologists have already 
uncovered the foundations of 
the south arcade of the nave of 
the abbey church.

Ruins include the infirmary 
chapel, a portion of the kitchen 
and the refectory. There is also 
some fine vaulting. The most 
obvious surviving structure 
was used for many years as a 
barn, and this was probably the 
reason why it was kept intact. 
In medieval times, this was 
the brothers’ dormitory. They 
slept upstairs and used the 
lower floor for storage.

There is a new bookshop 
and visitor centre telling 
the story of the Abbey. 
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Wight Sole Group Items for the next edition of walkTalk 
Thank you to those who submitted material 
for this edition. If you would like to contribute 
to the next edition, published in August 2015 
please send to:
David Howarth, Red Oaks, 4 Woodlands, 
Totland Bay, Isle of Wight PO39 0FE
Tel: 759823
Email: davidhowarth220@btinternet.com
By 6th July 2015 at the latest.

Isle of Wight 
Ramblers 
Queen’s Award 
for Voluntary 
Service

CHARLIE DAVIDSON 
HAS been a pillar of the 
West Wight community for 
decades.

As a Freshwater parish 
councillor and a leading 
light in the Rotary Club and 
Robert Hook Society he 
has helped to implement 
several successful local 
projects. Since the start 
of the Walking for Health 
programme he has tirelessly 
worked as an organiser and 
walks leader to establish 
a popular scheme in the 
West Wight. Over the years 
he has made significant 
contributions to the IW 
Ramblers footpath work, 

including initiating a new 
stretch of footpath near 
Tapnell Farm.

The Monday and 
Wednesday West Wight 
Walking for Health 
groups arranged for 
a plaque to celebrate 
Charlie’s achievements 
to be mounted on an IW 
Ramblers Donate-a -Gate 
along the new stretch of 
path near Tapnell Farm.To 
Charlie’s great surprise the 
plaque was unveiled during 
a Health Walk in February. 
Over thirty walkers attended 
this event. 

Mike Slater

Charlie Davidson – champion volunteer

David shortlisted for President’s award

A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Flexibilitywalkersfor

Yoga classes in Gurnard recommended by walkers
Beginners welcome
Monday  9.30-11am, Gurnard Village Hall, Worsley Road, Gurnard
Tuesday 9.30-11am, East Cowes Methodist Church, Adelaide 
Grove, East Cowes
Tuesday 6.30-8pm, Gurnard Sailing Club, Shore Road, Gurnard
Thursday 9.30-11am, Gurnard Village Hall, Worsley Road, Gurnard 

£8 drop-in per session. Wear loose but comfortable clothing.

Judith Didham
T 01983 716144
W judithdidham.co.uk
E info@judithdidham.co.uk

THE PRESIDENT’S AWARDS highlight the contribution of 
volunteers, who are at the heart of The Ramblers. This year’s 
winners will be announced during Volunteer Week in June.

David Howarth was nominated for the “Running the 
Ramblers” award. Area Chairman Mike Slater, said “David 
stepped down as Area Chairman of the IW Ramblers in 
January. During his six years in this role David implemented 
several novel initiatives which helped raise many thousands 
of pounds for IW Ramblers. His most notable success came 
in 2011 when we were awarded the prestigious Queen’s 
Award for Voluntary Service.” 

Isle of Wight Ramblers were winners of four President’s 
awards in 2013. WalkTALK wishes David good luck. 


