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BACK IN THE AUTUMN, I visited 
Kemp Hill Copse to speak to farmer 
Ron Holland, enthusiastic owner of 
this 50-acre wood near Ryde. Ron is a 
caring farmer and is passionate about 
woodland management. Over the last 
three years, he has opened up the woods 
with chalk roadways, wide rides and 
drainage culverts crossing the roads. 
This is enhancing the quality of the trees, 
encouraging wildlife and improving 
access to the public. There is evidence 
that some of the woodlands date back to 
1600 (ancient woodland) but most of the 
wood was felled during the First World 
War and replanted progressively from 
1925 to 1955. Timber is now being felled 
as part of the sustainable management of 
the woods and to increase the output per 
acre. Ron uses the wood in the heating 
system for the farm and cottages.

Ron pointed out the wildlife found in the 
wood. On the autumn day I visited we 
saw a buzzard and a short-eared owl. 
Other species found include red squirrel, 
dormouse, Bechsteins bat, goldcrest, 
nuthatch, and woodpecker. Plants 

include wood anemone, orchid, 
violet, primrose and bluebell.

There is still much uncertain-
ty about the future of our 
woodlands. Over 80 per 
cent of English woodlands 
are not in public ownership 
and 48 per cent of all wood-
lands are not actively 
managed. What Kemp Hill 
demonstrates is that by 
careful management, there 
is a win-win-win situation 

for the owner, for wildlife and for 
public access.

• The Ramblers has arranged a Walk and 
Talk event on Wednesday 13th June. This 
will be a five mile walk from Havenstreet 
led by David Howarth, and a guided tour 
of Kemp Hill Copse with Ron Holland.

Following a furious public 
reaction, the Government changed 

its mind about the sale of public 
forests and appointed a panel to 

investigate potential sales, access 
and wildlife issues. A final report 

is expected in spring 2012.

In the winter edition of 
walkTALK we identified a 
problem wood which had 
been sold by the Forestry 
Commission. Here David 
Howarth looks at Kemp 
Hill Copse, an excellent 
example of a managed 
woodland near Ryde

Woodland
wonder
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Twelve Favourite 
Walks
Four to five miles in 
length in scenic parts 
of the countryside and 
coast – can be walked 
in about two hours. 
Starting points across 

the Island. Easy to follow maps.
Twelve More Favourite 
Walks
More beautiful circular 
walks across the 
Island. A number of 
short walks, as well 
as some from six 
to nine miles in 
length.

LEAFING THROUGH THE Walking 
Festival programme for 2012, you 
might be forgiven for thinking that 
Howard Duffus, the IW Ramblers 
publicity officer, is a man who has 
a certain familiarity with the Island’s 
hostelries. After all, he’s leading 
a number of walks – Short Pub 
Saunters – during the Festival which 
all terminate in a pub visit (by way of 
some of the Island’s loveliest scenery, 

WALKER FRIENDLY PUBWALKER FRIENDLY PUB
In association with the Isle of Wight Ramblers www.iowramblers.co.uk

26cms x 5.6cms

run 100 at £1 each = £100 max budget

of course). There can’t be many better 
ways to round off a walk, at any time 
of year, and ramblers can recognise 
those hostelries that specifically 
welcome walkers by looking for the 
Walker Friendly Pub sticker (shown 
above). Howard has been working 
very hard on this scheme, which has 
required quite a lot of research, and 
it would surely be rude not to reward 
all his hard work by paying all those 
walker-friendly pubs a visit! 

Welcome...
... to walkTALK, the newsletter from the 
Isle of Wight Ramblers. If you’re new to 
walking, or if you’ve not seen walkTALK 
before, why not join us? Benefits include:
•260 led walks on the Island each year;
•talks and discussions about Island 

features and heritage;
•walking holidays;
•national Walk magazine and walkTALK;
•discounts from leading outdoor suppliers 

(eg Cotswold; Blacks) and HF Holidays;
•support for an organisation campaigning 

for greater access to the countryside.

And joining us couldn’t be easier. Just go 
to www.iowramblers.com and click on 
the membership link. We look forward to 
seeing you!

Great news if you’re after 
some new gear for the 
coming season – Wight 
Outdoors at Freshwater is 
offering IW Ramblers 10% off! 
This outdoor adventure store 
stocks leading quality brands, 
is great value and offers the 
best customer service and 
advice. Find them at Avenue 
Rd, Freshwater, Isle of Wight, 
PO40 9UT
Telephone 01983 753111 
Email shop@wightoutdoors.
co.uk 
Web www.wightoutdoors.
co.uk

Long “terrain” over 
us...? 
To celebrate the Queen’s 
Diamond Jubilee in June, 
David Howarth will be lead-
ing a West Wight ramble on 
the Downs above Brighstone 
and Brook, with spectacular 
views of the coast and 
countryside of this part of 
the Island.There’ll even be a 
glass of bubbly at the end.
Long To Reign Over Us 
Leader David Howarth; 
circular walk; start at Jubilee 
car park, Brighstone, map ref 
456234; Tuesday 5th June, 
10am. (And apologies for the 
awful pun, by the way).

THIS YEAR’S ISLE of Wight Walking Festival features a full 
programme, with a number of IW Ramblers-led walks.
Why not try Flying Holm to America with Rio Bellgore-Gullit 
(Tuesday 8th May), An Evening at Alverstone led by John 
and Elizabeth Gurney-Champion (Wednesday 9th May), 
Short Pub Saunter – 4 with Howard Duffus (Monday 14th 
May), or Tapnell Easy Access Trail led by David Howarth 
(Wednesday 16th May).
You can download the full 2012 programme in PDF 
format, or request a printed copy, from the website 
(address below). All Ramblers’ walks in the Festival can 
also be found on the website.

• Isle of Wight Walking Festival 2012
Saturday 5th – Sunday 20th May
www.isleofwightwalkingfestival.co.uk

Sauntering to the pub – by way of 
Tapnell, Alverstone...and America

Worthy additions to your bookshelf

• See the website www.iowramblers.com for the full list of walker-friendly pubs.

IW RAMBLERS HAS published four books describing walks in the Island’s most 
scenic areas. Profits are used to improve our footpaths. Costing a mere £2.50 each 
(includIing postage and packing within UK), they’re available in most good local 
bookshops or online – all four books at £7.50 – using PayPal at iowramblers.com

The UK’s biggest walking festival!www.isleofwightwalkingfestival.co.uk

5 to 20 May 2012

Twelve Country Walks from 
Towns
Walks from Newport, 
Yarmouth, Ryde, Brading, 
Shanklin, Ventnor. Mostly 
circular; length varies. 
Linear walks from 
Yarmouth to Carisbrooke, 

and Newport to Sandown, also 
described.

The Vectis Trail
This 120 km trail starts 
in Yarmouth and is 
described in six stages 
chosen for their scenic 
beauty. The trail can be 
started at any point using 
local buses.

This was the intriguing title of a walk led by Howard Duffus from 
Sandpipers Hotel, Freshwater Bay on 17th January. Our picture 
shows the walkers ascending the slope from Compton on footpath 
F34, heading for Dimbola. The walk took in Freshwater Bay and The 
Freshwater Way. To discover the reasoning being the walk title, why not 
walk it yourself? Here’s a clue: look for a clifftop memorial...

More mystery walks
Howard Duffus also led a short new year 
stroll – Gold, Green and Red – around 
Freshwater on 6th January which started 
and ended at The Vine pub (pictured). 
Another West Wight walk – Puff Back to the 
Buffers – took place on 31st January.

Path improvements 2
From the car park above The 
Highdown Inn onto Tennyson 
Down, this work was funded by  the 
National Trust, the IW Council and 
West Wight Landscape Partnership.

A round-up of news and information from the west of the Island

Path improvements 1
The paths on the northern flank of 

West High Down overlooking Alum 

Bay were very badly eroded, and 

have been repaired with grants from 

West Wight Landscape Partnership, 

the IW Council and IW Ramblers.

Tales of the

WILDWILD
WESTWEST

Bay Way Day: Sad Dad Grieves Lad

DURING AN ORGANISED walking holiday led 
by Brian Ould in the west country last year, long-
term Ramblers member Laurie Tiller suddenly 
collapsed, dying shortly after. Laurie’s partner 
Toni Goodley has written an open letter which is 
reproduced here:

Laurie Tiller 
1922–2011

Can you help out at summer shows?
BY THE TIME you read 
this, the Island’s summer 
show season will only 
be a matter of weeks 
away. Each year the IW 
Ramblers takes a stand 
at each of the main 
shows – this year we’ll be 
at Chale Show (August 
4th-5th), Garlic Festival 
(August 18th-19th), and 
Wolverton Garden Fair 
(September 1st-2nd). 
Our presence at these 
major Island events 
provides us with a great 
opportunity to publicise 
The Ramblers, the work 
we do both nationally 
and locally, and raises 
awareness of the many 
issues, opportunities 

IW RAMBLERS extends a very warm 
welcome to the following new members:

Main Group
Mr Keith Harvey   Ryde
Ms Sheila Parry  Porchfield
Mr David Goble  Portsmouth
Mrs Ingrid Hil  Sandown
Mr JA Williams  Seaview
Mrs NM Williams  Seaview
Mrs Pamela Matthews  Brading
Mr Henry Slater  Cowes
Mr Paul Hawker  Ryde
Mr Edward Hasman Leicester
Miss H J Allsop  Totland Bay
Mr Paul Shiers  Freshwater
Mr Roger Jewell  Wroxall
Mrs Jennifer Lehrer Seaview
Mr Richard Cryer  Newport
Miss Carolyn Ward Newport
Mr Ronald Gould  Wroxall
Mrs Sheila Colenutt Newport
Mr Robert McDowell Whitwell
Mrs Carrie McDowell  Whitwell
Mr Michael Vail   Bembridge
Mrs Dawn Coubrough Sandown
Mr James Coubrough Sandown
Mr Robert Izzard  Sandown
Mr Geoffrey Simmons Brighstone
Ms Susanne Tayfoor Shanklin
Ms Lynda Woolford Ryde

Wightsole
Mr Steven Luckett Brading

553Total membership
for the IW Ramblers 
Main Group – 520 Wightsole – 32 Not in a group – 1

Dear all,

I would like to thank all the members 

of I.W.Ramblers who sent cards and 

letters of condolenc
e to me after 

Laurie had died.

I would particularly like to thank 

everyone who was on the walking 

holiday in Devon with us for all their 

help and support during and after it 

had happened. A letter of appreciati
on, 

written by Laurie’s son David, was 

published in the local Devon newspaper, 

to all the paramedics, Devon Air 

Ambulance and the Critical Care Unit in 

Torbay Hospital. Brian Ould donated his 

collection and the Devon Walk Leaders 

their expenses to Devon Air Ambulance.

Thank you all very much – I must now 

keep walking!

Toni Goodley

and threats that face 
the Island’s countryside. 
It is also a good way 
to encourage new 
memberships.

But of course none of 
this can happen without 
your support. We are 
grateful to everyone who 
has volunteered to man 
the stand in previous 
years, and we’re asking 
for help again this year 
– whether you’ve done it 
before or not. Please do 
call me on 863189 and 
leave your name, which 
show, shift preference (if 
any) and your contact 
number. Thank you!

Pam Dana
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Towering

THERE CAN’T BE many pleasures in life that 
exceed the magnificent Tennyson Down.

That’s some claim, you might think. But 
proof of this doesn’t necessarily come from 
the Down’s associations, even though they 
are fascinating in themselves – think of all 
that wonderful chalk downland ecology, the 
ancient barrows, a line-up of 1960s rockets, 
not to mention links with a Poet Laureate. 
(The rockets were just down the track at the 
Needles, of course, but what’s another mile or 
so of spectacular coast path to a walker?)

No, it’s more the generality of the place, the 
wide-openness, the sky, the all-embracing sea, 
the springy response of the turf under your 
step, heading ever westward. It’s the sheer 
rootedness of the place: elemental, irreducible 
and enduring.

From St Agnes’ Church in Freshwater 
Bay, the (often muddy) footpath 
between high hedges gives no hint 
of the glories to come, as it heads 
innocently towards the foot of the 
Down. For innocent, read flat. Make 
the most of it, because it isn’t long 
before a short, sharp climb through 
tree and scrub will test the capacity 
of your bellows (not to mention the 
robustness of your poor old knees), as if 
in preparation for the long, sloping haul 
about to be undertaken.

And let’s be honest. There’s nothing 
like working up a self-righteous 
sweat to make you feel 

virtuous – especially when the rewards 
are as spectacular as those to be found 
towards the Island’s most westerly 
point.

Walkers, in general, probably don’t 
set too much store by the transitory 
nature of man’s presence on earth. 
But if you’re inclined to think human 
endeavour has triumphed over the 
natural world, think again, because, 
despite the aforementioned rockets, 
Tennyson is just the kind of place 
to make you change your mind. 
The planet may be enveloped by 
an invisible digital web, space 
probes explore alien worlds, and 
great advances in medical science 
and communications become 
commonplace, yet there is nothing 
to trump The Tennyson Down Effect. 
Precisely what The Effect consists 
of for you will depend on your own 
preferences. 

To illustrate, Tennyson Down is nothing 
if not impressive for its height, an airy 
elevation that somehow divorces you 
from all the cares of the world down 
below. Then there’s the turf, those 
wide, grassy downland expanses and 

the springiness that gives tired legs a 
boost on the approach to the summit. 
Or – for those who dare to edge close 
enough – it could be the sight of 
dizzying drops from chalk heights that 
plunge into unknown Prussian blue 
depths. 

For many it might be the incredible 
uplift experienced on a dazzling 
winter’s day, when the transparency 
of the sky overhead reveals the indigo 
of outer space and the east wind 
– razor-sharp – is cold, crisp wine 
to the senses. You may anticipate 
cresting the summit at the Tennyson 
Monument and musing on The Great 
Man’s assertion that the air is worth 
“sixpence a pint”. And then there are 
the views... looking west along the 
chalk backbone of our Island, down-
channel to the open sea, with no 
further landfall until America, and that 
sense of a hazy infinity that only wide-
open seascapes can conjure.

Whatever the effect is for you, 
something magical can happen while 
walking on Tennyson Down.

Sixpence a pint? Yes, but more than 
that, it’s beyond price.

Tennyson  
On a cold, clear day, there’s nothing 
like a brisk walk to get the blood 
fizzing. Join us on Tennyson Down 
in this personal view of 
West Wight’s finest.

As all Island schoolchildren know, 
Tennyson Down is named after Alfred, 
Lord Tennyson, the Victorian Poet 
Laureate who came to live at Farringford 
in 1853. It was to be his home for the 
next forty years. Tennyson was inspired by 
Farringford’s dramatic surroundings and 
the ideas for many of his most famous 
poems came to him while walking on 
High Down above the house. Perhaps 
one of his most poignant is Crossing 
the Bar, composed whilst returning to 
Yarmouth from the mainland on his way 
to Farringford, shortly before his death at 
the age of 83 in 1892.

Many towering figures of Victorian 
literary and scientific society clustered 
around Tennyson, including Edward 
Lear, Lewis Carroll, Charles Darwin, 
and pioneer photographer Julia Margaret 
Cameron, who came to live near him at 
Dimbola in Freshwater Bay.

A great way to round off a bracing walk 
on Tennyson Down is to visit Dimbola 
Museum to view some of Julia Margaret 
Cameron’s remarkable works – and to 
sample some of the tea room’s equally 
remarkable cakes.

• The walk described here begins at map 
ref 861 342, and emerges onto the Down 
above the more usual path from Fort 
Redoubt. You can also reach Tennyson 
Down from the car park above the 
Highdown Inn from where there are 
several choices of route.

✱ Enjoy Tennyson Down on a 
summer’s evening – join us on a 
Ramblers Sunset Walk up to the 
Monument and back, starting from 
the car park at Freshwater Bay, at 
6.30pm on Sunday 1st July.

If you’ve been inspired by a walk on 
the Island, or you have a personal 
view you’d like to share with other 

readers, we’d love to hear from you. 
Please send your submission to:
David Howarth, walkTALK, 4 

Woodlands, Totland Bay, PO39 0FE. 
Email:

davidhowarth220@btinternet.com

Main picture  Tennyson Down soars above Freshwater Bay
Inset, left to right The Needles as seen from the remains of the rocket site; 
winter trees bend to the will of the prevailing wind; towards Compton 

Words and pictures: Stephen Williams
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David  How did you become interested in 
wildlife issues?

Val  I was brought up by my father, 
following the death of my mother from 
TB when I was just a year old. My father 
took me to Kew Gardens where I watched 
the birds at the lake. He had set up the 
Ramblers Group in London in the 1930s 
and was a great campaigner. He had walked 
across the Isle of Wight in the 1920s to get 
away from the abject poverty in London. 
He had me walking at the age of seven 
– Virginia Water, Windsor Great Park, 
Richmond Park, and Sheppey Park. These 
were quite long distances for someone of 
my age. After our rationed lunch, he would 
sleep, so I investigated wildlife – adders, 
pheasants and Great Crested Grebes. I 

started a nature diary and drew wildlife. 

I went youth hosteling in my teens and then 
did birdwatching when at college – Pagham 
and Chichester harbours. In ten years over 
500 children aged between seven and 18 
years had opportunities to walk in Wales, 
the Dales, the west of Scotland, and in 
Sussex, Surrey and Kent. Many went on to 
achieve Gold Duke of Edinburgh awards. 
All came from council estates and none had 
ever been north of the Watford Gap. We 
were linked to the World Wildlife Fund 
which started in 1961. The great outdoors 
was real tonic for these children who were 
living in poor conditions. They were taught 
to care for the environment and wildlife. 
There were silent walks where the children 
wrote or drew everything that they could 

9th May
Evening at Alverstone nature 
reserves 6pm 9 May – birdwatching 
and perhaps red squirrels  

14th June
Coach outing to Romsey for six-
mile linear walk along the Test 
Way and for those not wishing to 
walk, to Mottisfont Abbey. For more 
information please contact Carol 
Hamilton, tel 566463.

11th August
Ramblers Social at Shanklin Rowing 
Club, 4pm ‘til late. Tickets are £5 
each, and include a walking quiz 
around Shanklin, followed by a 
beach BBQ. Drinks available for 
purchase at the bar in the rowing 

hear or see. I became a regional education 
officer for the BBC for Southern UK and 
for 17 years was researching educational 
needs in schools and colleges that could 
help the BBC TV and radio producers 
make programmes for teachers to use. I 
was very involved in the development of 
geographical, environmental, natural history 
and music programmes in the 1970s and 
80s. I then studied on the Island so that I 
could teach Field Studies at A level and 
take walking groups to visit the landscape 
and integrate field studies.  

David   Why is the Island so important for 
wildlife conservation?

Val   The geology of the Island is so varied 
– chalk downs, clay vales, Headon Warren 
beds, so the wildlife is very varied and the 
Island is considered to be like the whole of 
the UK but in miniature. It is very delicate 
and sensitive. With changes in climate we 
will lose some species that cannot move 

Countrysideissues
One of objectives of The Ramblers is to 
help support and protect the countryside 
and landscape. Here, David Howarth 
discusses the balance between walking 
and conservation with Island naturalist and 
wildlife photographer, Val Gwynn

DAVID MET VAL on a cold February day at The New Inn at Shalfleet 
to chat about walking and wildlife on our Island. Val is a polymath – a 
wildlife expert, photographer, adventurer and mountaineer.

...and the bumper summer walks    
      programme is overleaf

Summer events, holidays  and socials... 
club. Please send money to Ann 
Parker, 1 Beechcroft Drive, Wootton 
Bridge, Ryde, PO33 4NB. 

22nd September
Ramblers Holiday to Newquay, 
Cornwall. For more information 
please contact Brian Ould, tel 
297864.

Don’t forget...
Check all the latest information on 
our website www.iowramblers.com  
There is a message board with 
latest news, and a complete listing 
of all planned walks throughout 
the year can be found at the Walks 
page.

From 5th October 2013  Group walking and sightseeing holiday in 

the Peak District. Seven days staying at the Peveril of the Peak hotel 

(pictured)  set in 11 acres of grounds. All rooms have private facilities, 

TV, telephone, hairdryer and tea/coffee making facilities. Cost £369 

per person half board.  Please contact Linda Sheasby for details and 

booking, tel 864401.

Pictured
Far-reaching views east across the Bowcombe Valley

to another area. But we are gaining new 
species also – moth trapping shows this. 
New dragonflies are appearing – we are at 
the forefront of climate change. We have 
indicators of change – 2009 was the year of 
the Painted Lady butterfly – millions flew 
from Africa and across the Island. We have 
specialists like the Glanville Fritillary, but 
there have been problems with people from 
the mainland taking caterpillars –  so these 
have been guarded. Peregrine falcons are 
also guarded. 

We have one per cent of the UK red 
squirrel population – numbers vary 
with hazelnut production, road kills and 
cat kills. There are good populations of 
dormice, but warmer winters are disrupting 
their hibernation patterns. There is no 
grant aid for woodland management 
and economically there is little incentive 
to effectively manage woodlands on the 
Island – the cost of transporting wood 
to the mainland is prohibitive. Wildlife 
conservation groups have purchased 
woodlands and have also created nine 
ponds – Mill Copse is one wood where 
you can find White Admiral butterflies. 
Conservation groups have to purchase 
sites to protect biodiversity and also 
allow access. But where the sites are very 
sensitive then access has to be restricted 
– Brading Marshes is one such area – 
although the careful siting of hides can 
improve access in these areas.

David  What are the threats to wildlife on 
the Island?

Val  Threats to wildlife are a growing 
human population, a growing disconnect 
between urban and rural people. There are 
some schoolchildren living in Newport 
that have never been to the coast. There 
is shooting of buzzards. People have been 
imprisoned for badger baiting.  

We do not have many of the mainland 
viruses and diseases affecting hares, 
badgers, red squirrels and cattle. So we 
must be vigilant to avoid the spread of the 
diseases.

We are privileged to have access to our 
countryside. But with rights of access there 
are responsibilities. So when out walking, 
look around for all the wildlife. It is the 
wildlife which makes the landscape rich.   

David  What can we do to help conserve 
wildlife?

Val  There are areas on the Island where 
ramblers have destroyed wildlife habitats 
– often where paths are muddy; walkers 
have walked in sensitive areas. It would be 
good if walk leaders became knowledgeable 
about sensitive sites and restricted the 
number of people on a walk in those areas.

www.iowramblers.com walkTALK 7
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Wight Sole Walks Summer 2012
For younger ramblers – friendly welcome guaranteed!

Check the website for latest details: www.wightsole.org.uk

Sun 27th May Sweetest Day of May
Meet 10.30am, Godshill public car park (Old 
Smithy), 8 miles. GR530817 Allow 3½-4hrs. 
Fields, lakes, woods and donkeys again! (maybe 
for an ice cream?) before heading back. Mostly 
flat, bring a packed lunch.
Tracey, 867603

Tue 5th June Off the Radar Walk
Meet at 6pm at Bonchurch Down Radar Station 
Car Park above Ventnor. Four miles, about 1.5 
hours. Pub after. GR573786.
Alison, 810220

Sun 10th June Don’t annoy the pub walk pt 1
Meet at the Buddle Inn Niton at10.30. Park 
along the road please. Nine miles –about 
3-4 hours. Packed lunch. Pint of Fuddle at the 
Buddle after for Howlin’ Wolf’s birthday.
Alison, 810220

Tue 19th June Don’t annoy the pub walk pt 2 
(on Nick Drake’s birthday). Arms to Newport  
Start: Blacksmiths Arms Calbourne Road
at 6pm. Length: approx 6 miles.  Allow 2.5hrs.  
Route: Blacksmiths arms to Newport via 
Carisbrooke, back via Gunville. Optional supper 
at pub afterwards – compulsory if you park 
there. GR 464879.
Chris, 822013

Sun 24th June Lionel Messi’s Birthday Walk. 
Celebrate the world’s greatest footballer’s skills 
on the 176th day of 2012. 6½ miles. 3 hours 
Meet in Calbourne at 10.30 – park on the road 
beside the green. GR 425866.
Dave and Suzanne, 282322

Tue 3rd July Tom Cruise’s Birthday Walk.
Serial monogamist twerp or spiritually 
enlightened gnome? You decide while we walk 
around the forest to confer. Meet Parkhurst car 
park at 6pm. 3½ miles. GR 481900. Probably a 
drink afterwards. 
Toby, 249629

Sun 8th July Footloose Walk
(Kevin Bacon’s Birthday) Meet at 10.30 in the 
car park at Freshwater Bay. 8 miles, about 3 
hours. Packed lunch.
Martin, 867603

Tue 17th July Duchess of Cornwall Walk
(yes it’s her birthday) Meet at 6pm in Whitwell 
at a royal location to be disclosed later. 4 miles. 
Pub afterwards.
Alison, 810220

Sun 22nd July Shalfleet Shuffle 
13 miles. GR 415895. Come and celebrate 
Willem Dafoe’s 57th birthday with the 

Shalfleet Shuffle! Start at 10.30. Free car park 
in Shalfleet just down road behind New Inn.   
Length approx 13 miles. Allow 5.5hrs+ Route: 
Shalfleet to Yarmouth via Newbridge, back 
by coastal path via Hamstead. Bring a packed 
lunch.
Chris, 822013

Tue 31st July Harry Potter Walk
(Yes, it’s JK’s birthday) Meet in Ventnor at 6pm. 
Hogwarts will send you details of location 
closer to the event. 4 miles. Pub after –over 
18s only.
Tracey, 867603

Sun 5th August Moon Walk
(Neil Armstrong’s birthday) Meet 10.30 at
Bembridge RNLI car park. 8½ miles. Pay in the 
car park or park nearby. GR 657880.
Toby, 249629

Tue 14th August Don’t annoy the pub walk 
pt 3
Meet at Buddle Inn Niton. 4 miles. Park along 
the road. Pint of Drambuie after to celebrate 
Wim Wenders’ birthday. 
Toby, 249629

Sun 19th August Star Trek
(Gene R’s birthday) Meet at 10.30 in the Bugle 

Car Park Brading – best not to park there. 
Trekking across the universe at warp speed 8 to 
St Helen’s, thence Bembridge and back. About 
8-9 miles. 3-4 hours depending on choice of 
route. Packed lunch with the Klingons.   
Gary, 299511

Want to be on our email list for walks?
Contact Gary on 299511 or email 

wightsole@yahoo.co.uk

Lost or running late?
Gary’s mobile number is 07804 856249

• commemorate a special event;
• remember a loyal family pet;
• mark the life of a loved one;
• promote your organisation...

...then Donate-a-Gate!

For lovers of walking and the 
countryside, a commemorative 
footpath gate is an opportunity to 
create a memorial that will provide 
improved access to fellow walkers 
for years to come.

A donation of £460 will finance 
a new footpath gate which will 
incorporate an oak plaque at a 
suitable Island location.

For more information, call Mike 
Slater on 752997 or log on to 
www.iowramblers.com

The Isle of Wight Ramblers Donate-a-Gate scheme is supportedby these Islandsuppliers:

G A T E S
supplied and fitted,
any size, anywhere

NEIL HOLLAND
07511 564810

Telephone 01983 741207
www.countyfencing.co.uk 

Marcus Matthews
T 07733 042 685
E redhillfarmiw@hotmail.com
W redhillfarmdesigns.co.uk

Ever thought you’d like to Donate-a-Gate?Ever thought you’d like to Donate-a-Gate?
If you’re looking for 
a novel and inspiring 
way to...

For sale
Peter Storm rucksack, black/grey, 
like new, 
hardly used. 
£10. Please 
contact 
Ruth 
Godber on 
740360
or email 
lamwool
@aol.
com

A D V E R T I S E M E N T
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Nuclear
And on such a day it’s not hard to imagine 
– just for a moment – that you’re standing 
at the edge of the world. A spirited nor-
westerly kicks up white horses in the Solent, 
and shower clouds threaten as they advance 
across an otherwise clear blue sky. The call 
of the birds merely adds to the sense of 
isolation out here on the Causeway, where 
sea and land seem to become one, and 
where this watery world conspires to lift you 
out of time.

For Newtown is a very ancient place. Over 
one thousand years old, it was probably 
founded before the Norman Conquest and 
is said to have been sacked by marauding 
Danes, led by Sweyne, father of Canute, in 
AD1001. From Sweyne derives the modern 
Swainston, a few miles inland between 
Calbourne and Newport.

Haunting, captivating and lonely, 
Newtown Estuary is rightly regarded as 
one of our loveliest coastscapes. But 
fifty years ago, plutonium could so easily 
have triumphed over peregrines and 
plovers in this treasured place... Richard I granted borough status in 1189 

and by the middle of the thirteenth century 
the distinctive street grid pattern had been 
established – Gold Street and Silver Street 
reflecting the hoped-for commercial success.

In 1377, Francheville, as Newtown was 
known, was invaded and destroyed by the 
French, before they moved on to Yarmouth 
and Newport. It never really recovered from 
this blow and by the mid 1500s it no longer 
had a market and the harbour was silting 
up. 

Despite its chequered history, Newtown 
nevertheless had two parliamentary seats 
during the reign of Elizabeth I, and in 
further reinforcement of its importance, 
the town hall was built at the end of the 
seventeenth century.

Newtown latterly became one of England’s 
infamous rotten boroughs. Before the 
Reform Act of 1832 that abolished its 
ancient right to elect two MPs, it was 
pointed out that Newtown had only 14 
houses and a mere 23 voters – so it was  
somewhat over-represented!

Decline continued with the closure in 1916 
of the village inn, Noah’s Ark (formerly 
the Francheville Arms) and the eventual 
loss of its brickworks and salt production 
industries.

Today, much of the area around Newtown 
is in the stewardship of the National Trust 
and Natural England. The estuary and its 
environs are a national nature reserve – 
important for over-wintering birds and 
home to some of our rarest flora and fauna.

INCREDIBLE AS IT may seem, Newtown Estuary 
was once threatened with the development of a nuclear 
power station on its western shore at Hamstead. 
Initial plans were first drawn up in 1950 and had 
become advanced by 1965 – but the authorities had not 
reckoned on a swift and furious local reaction, or on the 

successful rescue campaign that followed. 
If not for the National Trust, principle among many 
other objectors, this lovely area would now be off-limits 
to any casual walker looking for a suitable spot for an 
hour’s exploratory ramble on a bright, but blustery 
winter’s day...

Main picture  A watery world where sea meets sky
Inset, left to right A favourite place for walkers; the National Trust 
oversees the harbour; the old wooden walkway over the marshes has 
recently been replaced; reminders of the modern world are not far away; 
it’s a salty, rusty kind of place; overwintering birds; the boathouse

Main text and pictures: Stephen Williams
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The Bird Hide
At the bird hide, a notice (pictured below) tells 
you that in November, sightings included the 
magnificently-named Red-breasted Merganser, 
Peregrine, Teal, Wigeon and the comically-
monickered Black-tailed Godwit. 

Unfortunately, on the day this visit took place, 
the only birds of note on view – to an admittedly 
inexperienced twitcher – were a lugubrious heron, 
a noisy rabble of oystercatchers and a solitary egret, 
picking its way over the low tide silt, in nonchalant 
pursuit of lunch. 

Will the environment of Newtown again be threatened as it was fifty years ago? Not now, not ever, we 
hope. But will there be other unique and beautiful spots put similarly at risk in the future? Almost certainly. 
Perhaps we should keep that in mind, the next time we casually flick that electrical switch, without so 
much as a second thought...

The Legend
Newtown is just the kind of lost and atmospheric 
place to have given rise to a legend. This one concerns 
a plague of rats and is similar to the Pied Piper of 
Hamelin. Newtown’s own piper was hired at a cost of 
£50, to charm the rodents away. He duly played his 
pipe and enticed the rats out into the Solent, where 
they drowned. The villagers refused to pay the agreed 
price – unwisely as it turns out – giving the piper only 
£20. At this, the piper played his pipe again and led 
the children of the village away. And so Newtown 
lost an entire generation, and could not successfully 
defend the town when the French attacked in 1377, 
which lead to its destruction.

The Town Hall 
Any ramble around Newtown would be incomplete 
without an investigation of the Town Hall – and all 
the better if it’s open when you visit.

Built of brick with stone dressings around 1699, it 
stands on the foundations of an earlier building. 
However, “leans” might be a better word than 
“stands” –  the overall effect is of a certain lop-
sidedness due to great age, and there’s a definite 
and delightful undulation along one side. It was 
built and paid for by public subscription. One of the 
last acts of the old Newtown Corporation before it 
was dissolved was a restoration of the Town Hall 
in 1813, at a cost of £443, but by the 1930s it had 
become a romantic, ivy clad ruin.

Enter the infamous Ferguson’s Gang, a group of 
anonymous individuals with resonant aliases such 
as Bill Stickers, Red Biddy, The Nark and Sister 
Agatha, who were dedicated to halting sprawling 
development and preserving England’s heritage. 
They purchased the Town Hall for the princely 
sum of £5 – and an adjoining field (which cost 
rather more at £100). Restoration followed and it 
was gifted to the National Trust, in whose care it 
remains today.

If this feature has aroused your interest in 
Newtown, why not join walk leader David 
Howarth on a guided walk around the area? 
Tip-Toe through the Meadow starts at the 
free public car park in Mill Road at nearby 
Shalfleet (map reference 414895) and 

is a level walk with few stiles. Bring your 
binoculars to view the wildlife in a woodland and 

estuary setting. Sunday 10th June, 11am. About 5.5 
miles, with an apple stop.

Springtime unfurls...
In warm sunshine and with a gentle breeze blowing, set out for the woods to enjoy the sights and sounds of spring.

In the dappled light under the unfurling leaves the ground is covered with shades of yellow, purple, blue and white as lesser celandine, primrose, violet, bugle (pictured below), bluebell and wood anemone come into bloom, with the occasional deep mauve spike of the early purple orchid among them. 
By the middle of April, the distinctive ‘coo-cooo’ of the male cuckoo echoes around the woods of Newtown as this species arrives from its African wintering grounds. By mid-June the female will have laid her egg in the nest of another bird – usually a reed warbler, dunnock or meadow pipit and the young cuckoo will have hatched and be growing rapidly, having ousted the rightful occupants. The male changes his tune to ‘coo-coo-cooo’, and by July they prepare to depart for an incredible return migration to the heart of Africa.

A study last autumn tracked a group of five birds on their journeys from Norfolk to the rainforest of the Congo. To find out more about this, go to http://www.bto.org/science/migration/tracking-studies/cuckoo-tracking where you will see more details.
You may also hear the liquid fluty song of the nightingale coming from dense thickets and scrub from May to early June. Although their song is associated with dawn and dusk they may be heard during the day. The first songs will be of birds ‘on passage’ to areas further north and the later ones will be birds hoping to attract a mate and breed here.

Please
respect wildlife when
you are out walking, 

especially if you have a 
dog. Newtown is a very 
sensitive area, but the 
advice applies across

the Island, and
beyond.
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Wight Sole Group Items for the next edition of walkTalk 
Thank you to those who submitted material 
for this edition. If you would like to contribute 
to the next edition, published in August 2012, 
please send to:
David Howarth, Red Oaks, 4 Woodlands, 
Totland Bay, Isle of Wight PO39 0FE
Tel: 759823
Email: davidhowarth220@btinternet.com
By 6th July 2012 at the latest.














          
  

           
          

         

        
            

       
          

           


Enter walkTALK’s 
spring photo-
graphic comp-
etition and you 
could win a 

professionally mounted Island display print (worth 
£28) by landscape photographer Brian Gilbert.

All you have to do is send in your own picture, 
which can be of any Island scene, but must 
be original and not published elsewhere. Each 
member may submit up to three entries. Brian, 
who is the proprietor of Artframes in Avenue Road, 
Freshwater, will judge the competition.

Pictures should be saved as high resolution JPEG 
files, or we can accept paper prints. Email them to 
davidhowarth220@btinternet.com. or post to David 
Howarth, Red Oaks, 4, Woodlands, Totland Bay, 
PO39 0FE. All entries will become the property of 
IW Ramblers and may be published in walkTALK or 
on our website www.iowramblers.com 

JOAN DEACON WAS thanked for her work over four decades at the 
AGM. She was presented with two paintings, of Newtown and Steephill 
Cove, by Gurnard artist Frank Jacobs, and a cheque.

Joan Simpson (as she was then) moved to the island in 1965. She had 
been a footpath committee member in the Wessex Area. At that time, 
the Natural History Society led “Access to the Countryside” walks. These 
were led by Mrs Ada Millington (Millie). Joan approached Millie and 
asked to help and in July 1967 led her first walk. Just three Ramblers 
joined the other Natural History members.

Joan (pictured) organised other walks and on Saturday 16th March 1968 
the inaugural meeting of the Isle of Wight Group was held. Joan was the 
Secretary of the Steering Committee which was then formed.

She became Secretary of the Group after the first year and represented 
the Island on the Wessex Area Committee. She was not confrontational 
and put in considered patient work. She cultivated the press, farmers, 
landowners and the IW Council. The Ramblers established themselves 
as the guardians of Island footpaths, consulted by the public and the IW 
Council.

Ninety cases of obstruction 
were reported in the 
first year. Abuse and 
confrontation by farmers or 
landowners was frequent. 
Our good footpath network 
owes much to the early 
pioneers. 

Joan produced three 
booklets of Island walks, 
which have sold some 
60,000 copies. She led a 
march in support of coastal 
access through the Osborne 
Estate at East Cowes in 
October 1997. She was Area 
Footpath Secretary from 
1974 to 2000. 

Joan has continued to serve 
as a member of that body, 
and as an Area Committee 
Member, contributing 
wisdom and experience 
generously.

Farewell to stalwart Joan

Cameras at the ready!

A D V E R T I S E M E N T
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